CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

tions, for the reason that the two religions
penetrate national life, a feature character-
istic both of their nature and of the course
of development which they respectively
followed. This method of inquiry has
enabled us to gain an idea of the rise and
progress of Muhammedanism as such.

An attempt to explain the points of con-
tact and resemblance between the two
religions naturally tends to obscure the
differences between them. Had we de-
voted our attention to Islam alone, without
special reference to Christianity, these differ-
ences, especially in the region of dogmatic
theology, would have been more obvious.
They are, however, generally well known.
The points of connection are much more
usually disregarded: yet they alone can
explain the interchange of thought between
the two mediaeval civilisations. The.sur-
prising fact is the amount of general similar-
ity in religious theory between religions so
fundamentally divergent upon points of
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